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From the highway, a 
winding drive crosses a small 
creek, then climbs steadily for a 
quarter mile to the house and 
well-maintained farm buildings 
nestled together on the crest of a 
low-lying hill. It is a cold but 
clear day, and recently 
constructed suburban-style 
homes, on small acreages, are 
visible on hillsides surrounding 
the farm. 

The Crown Hill farm sits 
on a series of hillsides. Green, 
well maintained pastures adorn 
the lower hills, while the 
uppermost hill is crowned by 
ancient oaks and mature conifers. 
Small streams trickle off into a 

large, man-made pond, and from 
there flow swiftly down steeper 
hillsides into the creek bordering 
the highway. 

This land is prime real 
estate for developers; however, 
the family that built, and 
continues to operate it does not 

A Visit To Crown Hill Farm 

intend to subdivide and sell it. 
There is family history as well as a 
strong love for this place. This 
third generation farm is the product 
of lifetimes of hard work, sacrifice, 
and ingenuity. Departed family 
members are still much in the 
memories of the current 
generations, and are enshrined in a 
small memorial garden at the top of 
the drive. There is an immense 
desire to protect this farm from 
being overtaken by urban 
expansion, a fate that has befallen 
many farms. 

Though primarily engaged 
in forestry and livestock 
production, the family has 
developed a number of other small 
enterprises which helped to tide 
them over during hard times. 
There is a wood lot, a wood stove 
business, several rental homes, and 
a refrigeration and distribution 
service of eggs from surrounding 
farms. 

the concentration of manure and 
soil from leaching into the water. 

Commendably, the 
owners have signed up for a cost
share program with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
known as the Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP). This program provides 
technical and financial assistance 
for developing concrete 
structures, holding ponds, and 
other elements of a manure 
management system necessary to 
prevent contamination of the 
waterway as well as control soil 
erosion. 

The farm has an air of 
peace and well being. From the 
edge of the conifer stand, high 
above, the farm buildings below 
seem far away. There are ducks 
on the pond, redwing blackbirds 
in the thickets, deer and wild 
turkeys in the draws and 

meadows, and red-

The owners "This farm is the product of tail hawks looking

have been good lifetimes of hard work, down on the

stewards of the land. sacrifice, and ingenuity . .. " beautiful scene. 
Even after an

- · - · - · - · - · - · - · - · - · - · - · - · - These acres
unusually wet fall, the hillside provide habitat for wildlife as 
pastures are firm and the grass is well as the livelihood of a family. 
lush. Due to the danger of soil To imagine all of this swept away 
erosion from the overgrazing of by suburban development is 
slopes, sheep and cattle are painful, and simply unbearable. 
confined in feed lots and fed hay To recall that a conservation 
and grain during late fall, winter, easement can preserve it in 
and early spring. One of these lots perpetuity is a great comfort. 
is located along a waterway and More details forthcoming ... 
most carefully managed to prevent 
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Farmland Protection Program, 2002 
Visit almost any county in the country and you'll 

see prime farm land giving way to shopping malls, 
housing developments and roads. The development 
comes not in small, isolated growth, but in a blitzkrieg of 
building that transforms land for as 
far as the eye can see. While our 
Willamette Valley has somewhat 
contained the big box boom, it is 
still losing vital productive land. 

Farmland is the victim of 
much of this development, with 
fewer farmers farming less and less 
land every year. But while the 
problem is massive, and in some 
ways akin to holding back the tide, 
some help is on the way. Preserving 
farmland is rapidly gaining 
popularity across the political spectrum. 

This year Congress has increased spending for 
an anti-sprawl program to more than $1 billion; thirty 
times what was spent when the Farmland Protection 
Program was created in 1996. The program picks up half 

e cosLfor governments,,as well as non-profits, to buy 
conservation easements. Farmers agree to keep farming 
the .land and not sell to developers. 

Stewardshi Fund 
The Stewardship Fund was established to 

assist Northwest Land Conservation Trust in carrying 
out its responsibilities under both Oregon State and 
Federal statutes, namely OR 271.715-271.705 and U.S. 
Treas. Reg. 1.170A-14(c)l. The purpose of these 
statutes is to authorize donations, acquisitions, and the 
enforcement of conservation easements. 

In accepting a conservation easement, 
NWLCT assumes the legal obligation to uphold the 
terms of the easement- in perpetuity. In this regard, the 
Trust has undertaken a perpetual liability. Although the 
donor is not likely to violate his or her own easement, 
eventually other owners will manage the property; 
therefore the Trust must be prepared and committed to 
defend and enforce the easements it holds. 

The Stewardship Fund is to be used solely for 
the expenses of monitoring and defending NWLCT's 
conservation easements. As the fund grows, it will 
insure the ability of NWLCT to meet these 
responsibilities. 

But even with the funding increases, demand far 
outstrips the supply of money. Nine out of 10 farmers 
nationwide who apply for preservation programs are 
rejected for lack of money. Even keeping up with the 

requests is difficult, with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture saying it 
has a backlog of $250 million in 
requests. 

The increase in funding is 
encouraging, but the pressure to 
develop land is so great that the 
efforts are literally only a drop in 
the bucket. Buying all the land 
threatened by development would 
cost $130 billion during the next 30 
years, according to the Department 
of Agriculture. 

The challenge is here, for all Oregonians. We 
need to help farmers stay in farming. The green fields of 
our ranch and farmlands are as much a part of our natural 
beauty and heritage as our forests, ocean shores, and 
mountains. Preserving this land by helping farmers is a 
worthy goal. Especially if the alternative is more 
concrete, houses, and shopping centers. 

Northwest Land Conservation Trust must 
operate in a prudent and business-like manner. Thus the 
Board of Directors of the Trust will ask each easement 
donor to make a financial contribution to the NWLCT

Stewardship Fund. The amount suggested will be based 
on several factors, including the size and characteristics 
of the property protected. 

The contribution is in no way a condition of 
acceptance of the easement. In some cases, it may not be 
possible for the donor to make a contribution at the time 
of conveyance of the easement. However, arrangements 
can be made for the donor to pledge a contribution of a 
specified amount over time. Contributions to the 
Stewardship Fund are tax deductible. 

The Stewardship Fund is managed separately 
from NWLCT's operating fund, and is under the sole 
control and discretion of Northwest Land Conservation 
Trust's Board of Directors. 




